
 
 

            

 
 
 
 

JUNIOR INFORMATION 2008 
 
 
Welcome to Season 2008 

 
Thank you to all players and parents who combined to ensure Season 2007 was another successful year for 
the club.  Despite the drought, we managed to field 20 junior teams, and conduct a Goalkick programme with 
65 participants.  Two of our junior teams won pennants, the U18B girls’ team being 2008 Premiers, and the 
U14A girls’ team, being 2008 Runners Up. 
 
For Season 2008, due to ground limitations, the club must restrict the number of new teams it can field.  We 
therefore aim to add only one or two junior teams, as well as implement a new programme for the U6-U8 
age groups, called Small Sided Games.  Goalkick has been discontinued. 
 
This leaflet is designed to give you an overview of the junior club’s operations. If you have any queries, 
please do not hesitate to contact any of the committee members listed below. 
                               
                                              

JUNIOR COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS: (more to be electe d) 
Louise Howieson – Junior Administrator 
email: louiseh@internode.on.net 
Tel: 9571 5526  
 

Graeme Smith – Club Liaison Officer 
email: graemes@lostdogs.org.au 
Tel:     0417 356 013 

 

Gary Chan- Sponsorship Co-ordinator 
email: ch.main@gmail.com 
 

Michael Jones – Junior Treasurer 

 

 

 

JUNIOR PHILOSOPHY/AIMS 

 
Goals of the junior club: 
 

1. To provide an opportunity for as many local children as possible, regardless of ethnic, religious or 
socio-economic background of the child, to experience the positive aspects of participation in a team 
sport through playing soccer. 

 

2. To make participation in soccer an enjoyable experience and to promote and uphold the ideals of 
sportsmanship and fair play within the club, entailing respect for one’s team-mates, the opposition 
team and match officials. 
 

3. Within the constraints of the Club’s resources, to:  
 

-provide the highest quality of soccer instruction and coaching;  
 

-provide an opportunity and pathway for junior players to progress to playing soccer at senior level, 
with the Boroondara Senior Football Club, or at another soccer club of their choice. 

 
 
 

Boroondara Junior Football Club 
ABN 12 481 169 854 

HOME GROUND:   Macleay Park, 

Belmore Road, North Balwyn, Mel 46 C4 
       www.blfc.com.au 

 

 

mailto:louiseh@internode.on.net
mailto:graemes@lostdogs.org.au
mailto:ch.main@gmail.com
http://www.blfc.com.au/
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
FOOTBALL FEDERATION VICTORIA 
 
Boroondara Junior Football Club is affiliated with the Football Federation Victoria (FFV) and operates under 
the regulations of that body (and by extension, Football Federation Australia and FIFA). The Football 
Federation Victoria’s website provides further general information on soccer in Victoria. Their website 
address is: www.footballfedvic.com.au. The site is quite large and encompasses such things as fixtures, 
results, addresses of other soccer clubs, rules of the game, etc.  The Boroondara Junior Football Club is 
usually classified under the “East Region” or “South-East Region” when looking for fixtures. 
 
TEAMS 
 

In 2008 we anticipate fielding 21 or 22 teams, along with 3 Small Sided Games squads (to replace the 
Goalkick programme) comprising: 
 

Boys/Mixed Teams  Girls Teams 
1 or 2 x Under 9   1 x Under 10 
2 x Under 10   1 x Under 11 
1 or 2  x Under 11  1 x Under 12 
2 x Under 12   2 x Under 13   
1 x Under 13   1 x Under 14  
1 x Under 14   2 x Under 15   
1 x Under 15   1 x Under 16 (or 2

nd
 U18 team) 

1 x Under 17(or 2
nd

 U18) 1 x Under 18 
1 x Under 18 
 
SSG Squads: 
U6 – 16 players   
U7 – 20 players   
U8 – 30 players 
 

(The cut off date for eligibility into the different age groups is 1 January, i.e. a child born between 1 January - 
31 December 1995 is eligible for an U13 team in 2008). 

 

The GOALKICK programme has been discontinued in lieu of a new programme for the younger players, 
called Small Sided Games.  Details of this new programme can be viewed on the Football Federation 
Victoria website, please go to the following link: 
 http://www.footballfedvic.com.au/development/ssg/ 
 
 
JUNIOR TEAM STRUCTURE 
 
Small Sided Games (Under 6 to Under 8):  
 
Small sided games are football games with fewer players competing on a smaller-sized field. They are fun 
games that encourage players to have more contact with the ball because fewer players are playing in a 
smaller playing area. SSG games have a definite developmental impact on younger football players. 
 

It makes the game of football a better experience for children. More touches on the ball, more opportunities 
to make decisions, more actual play. Players will be more active due to playing both attacking and defensive 
roles within a match and will understand the importance of team-mates and playing and working together. 
 
SSG season commences Saturday April 26 and finishes Saturday 30 August. 
 
Rooball (Under 9 to Under 10): Starting at the Under-9 age group and running through into Under 10s, this 
is a more structured competition where children attend one training session during the week and play inter-
club games on Saturday mornings.  Games are played on modified/smaller fields with smaller goalposts, 
against teams from other clubs in the East/South-Eastern suburbs. The emphasis is on enjoyment and 
participation and no league statistics such as ladders, etc. are kept. 
 
The 2008 season for the mixed U9 and U10 teams runs on Saturdays from 26 April to 30 August, the girls 
U10 teams plays Sundays, from 27 April to 31 August (due to drought, these dates may change as the 
season may be delayed further).  

http://www.footballfedvic.com.au/
http://www.footballfedvic.com.au/development/ssg/
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Junior boys or mixed teams (Under 11 and above): From Under 11 onwards, games are played on 
Sundays at times fixed by the FFV. The kick-off times stay the same throughout the season for both home 
and away games. At these levels, the competition is more organised and League Ladders and results of 
matches are recorded on the FFV website.  Go to this link to view weekly results: 
http://www.footballfedvic.com.au/competitions/results/ 
 
The 2008 season begins on Sunday April 27 and finishes Sunday 31 August (subject to change, due to 
drought). 
 
Girlsô Teams: In Under 16 and below, girls are permitted to play alongside the boys in the junior teams. 
From Under 10 onwards, the FFV also runs Girls-only competitions in the Under 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 
and Under 18 age-groups.  All girls’ games are played on a Sunday.  Kick off times vary between clubs. With 
the exception of the U10girls team, League Ladders and results of matches are recorded on the FFV 
website.  Go to this link to view weekly results: 
http://www.footballfedvic.com.au/competitions/results/ 
 Dates for the 2008 season are the same as mentioned above in Junior boys/mixed teams. 
 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 
It is important that the Medical Consent section of the registration form is completed at the time of 
registration. Copies of these will be kept on hand by the Coach/Team Manager at training/matches for 
reference in case of injury or accident.  
 
Shin-pads are a compulsory piece of equipment for ALL players (even at senior level) and players 
are not permitted to play without them. 
 
Mouth-guards are highly recommended by the Club and will be encouraged by Coaches and Team 
Officials, however the final decision and responsibility on the wearing of mouth-guards rests with the 
parents/guardians of individual players. 
 
First Aid Kits are provided by the Club and are available while training or playing in home or away matches.  
Parents/Guardians are reminded that they are responsible for any medications that a child might require. 
Parents should discuss their child’s special needs with the coach at the beginning of the season. 
 
Asthma is a very common disorder. Sport Medicine Australia stresses the need for correct use of inhalers for 
both the treatment and prevention of asthma attacks and also to prevent exercise-induced asthma.  Players 
with asthma will benefit from a thorough warm up and correct use of inhalers as an effective way of 
preventing asthma occurring during competition. 
 
Parents MUST ensure that they report to the coach or team manager with their child prior to training or 
matches.  Children should not be left unattended.  Parents should arrive in adequate time to pick up their 
child at the cessation of both training and games.   
 
 
REGISTRATION PROCEDURES/FEES 
 
REGISTRATION FEES 2008:  

Small Sided Games, U6-U8:  $185.00 
Rooball U9-U10 $270.00 
Junior U11-U16 $340.00 

Junior U18  $360.00 
 
Fees include FFV & FFA affiliation & registration fees, FFV insurance cover, council fees/charges, use of 
club shirt , supply of socks, equipment, ref. fees (U11-U18), administrative & coaching costs.  SHORTS TO 
BE PURCHASED SEPARATELY FOR  U11-U18 players.  U9 & U10 PLAYERS WILL BE PROVIDED WITH 
CLUB SHORTS ON LOAN. Club shorts are not compulsory for  U6, U7 & U8 players, however shorts will be 
available to purchase from the club.   
 
Every child must be registered with the Club. A SEPARATE club registration form including the Medical 
Consent section needs to be completed for each child.  In addition, all children playing in teams from Under 
9 – Under 18 require a more formalised registration process with formal ID required by the Football 
Federation Victoria (FFV).  

http://www.footballfedvic.com.au/competitions/results/
http://www.footballfedvic.com.au/competitions/results/
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Parents/guardians must complete & sign the club registration form for all players under 18 years of age.  The 
firstnamed parent/guardian then becomes an Ordinary Member of the club.  Only one parent per family is 
eligible to become an Ordinary Member of the club. 
 
All NEW players joining the club in 2008, from U6-U18, must also complete a separate Football 
Federation Australia registration form so that they can be registered nationally with the FFA, and 
provide a copy of their birth certificate or passport and 2 passport sized photos from U9 upwards, 1 
photo for U6-U8.  
 
The responsibility for registering and organising teams lies with the Club Committee. In determining the 
number of teams to be entered, account is taken of the number of eligible players in each age group, 
availability of coaches and grounds for training and match day.  
 
Our aim is to try and accept all those who wish to play, however, due to ground restrictions, the club is 
limited in the number of players it can accept into the club. Where possible, we will also try and maintain 
friendship groups and siblings within the same team if requested. However, the club reserves the right to 
move registered players from one team to another before the start of the season, subject to the Team 
Selection/Grading Policy below. 
 
UNIFORMS/EQUIPMENT  
 
Uniforms (shirt and socks) will be supplied for all children playing in u9-u18 teams. Club shorts will only be 
provided on loan to U9 and U10 teams in 2008.  Shorts for U11-U18 players will be available for purchase 
from the club, or members can use their shorts from 2007.  Only shorts licensed by FFV can be worn (i.e. 
they must be purchased from the club).  The Club policy is that all team players will be allowed to take their 
shirt (& shorts) home after each game. It is the parent’s responsibility for the washing of their own child’s 
uniform (cold water wash preferred).  It should be noted that the shirts (and shorts in u9 & U10 teams) 
remain the property of the Club at all times and any items lost or not returned at the end of the Season 
must be paid for.  Socks, however, remain the property of the player.  All shirts (& u9/u10 shorts) must 
be returned to the Team Manager at the last match of the season. 
 
U6, U7 and U8 players in the Small Sided Games programme will be provided with club socks and a t-shirt. 
Uniform is not worn by these players, but shorts should be available to purchase from the club if required. 
 
A different coloured strip called the “away” strip is occasionally needed when playing “away” matches 
against a team whose colours are similar to our own.  The Team Manager can obtain this strip, as needed, 
from the Junior Administrator. 
 
ALL PLAYERS MUST WEAR SHINGUARDS AT EVERY TRAINING SESSION & MATCH.  These are NOT 
provided by the club.  NO SHINGUARDS, NO PLAY. 
 
INSURANCE 
 
The FFV has compulsory player personal accident insurance which covers all Boroondara Junior soccer 
players while training or playing for Boroondara Junior Football Club.  Details of this insurance cover can be 
obtained from the FFV website.  However the Club strongly recommends that each player is covered by 
private health insurance. 
 

The Club will not be liable for any cost not covered by the FFV insurance. 

 
MATCHES 
 
Rooball Teams (Under 9/10 mixed) (excluding U10 Girls) play matches on Saturday mornings. During the 
season each team will usually play each other twice in the competition on a home and away basis. The 
home team is required to set up the ground for play and to supply a referee, and ball and whistle. Kick-off 
times vary from week to week as each team is allowed to nominate the kick-off time for its own home match. 
Thus, all our home games will be at the same time and away game kick-off times will vary.  
 
The Kick-off times for Junior boys/mixed matches (Under 11/12/13/14/15/16/17/18) are prescribed by the 
FFV.  Matches are held on Sundays.  Matches are played both at home and away and the home team is 
required to set up the ground for play and to supply a ball.  The FFV provides a referee (if one does not turn 
up a parent or club member must step in to referee the match).  The results of matches are advised by the 



Page 5 of 8 

 5 

home team to the FFV and fixtures are available for viewing on the FFV website for Under 11 and above 
matches. 
 
For U18 teams kick-off time varies from club to club as with the Girls matches below. 
 
The kick-off time for Girls matches (Under 10/11/12/13/14/15/16/18) is similar to the Rooball teams, it 
varies from week to week as each team is allowed to nominate the kick-off times for its own home matches.  
Thus, all our home games will be at the same time and away game kick-off times will vary.  ALL girls 
matches are held on a Sunday. 
 
It is very important that children arrive at least 30 minutes prior to the kick-off time, or other time as 
directed by the Coach, so that there is sufficient time to get changed, have a proper warm up and a 
coach briefing. 
 
TEAM SELECTION & GRADING POLICY 
 
Team Selection 
 
Our aim is for all players to enjoy their involvement in soccer, so we try to give all players in a squad an 
equal opportunity to play and develop their skills. Squad sizes will be greater than the number of players 
required on the pitch at one time. Coaches will therefore try to ensure that all players get an approximately 
equal amount of playing time across the season. Parents should note however, that this does not 
necessarily mean “equal playing time” for all players in every match, nor does it mean that the better players 
get more game time. Our Coaches are encouraged to emphasize the enjoyment and participation side of the 
game rather than focussing on results. As such, aspects such as match and training attendance, 
appropriate behaviour and general attitude are viewed as important factors for team selection and 
game time.  
 
Players are initially placed in a team in their age division and wherever possible, friendship groups will be 
kept together.  Exceptions include: 
 

¶ if the player is considered by both the Coach and Parent to be suited to play in an older age division; 
 

¶ if no other suitable and appropriate team is available (too many players in the one age group, but not 
enough to make two teams in that age group). 

 
 

Grading Policy 
 
Whenever there are two teams within an age group: 
 

¶ U6-U11, no grading, all children accepted.  Children will be placed in friendship groups wherever 
possible; 

 

¶ from U12-U18:  players to remain in current teams/friendship groups WITH THE EXCEPTION OF 
AGE GROUPS WHERE A TEAM IS PROMOTED TO A OR B DIVISION.  i.e. if there are two teams 
within an age group and one team is promoted to A or B division then all players within that age 
group will be graded into two teams, the stronger players to be placed in the A or B  team, the 
remaining players to be placed in the second team.  Players may decline promotion to the A or B 
team. 

 
If there is only one team per age group and vacancies exist:   
 

¶ U8-U11, all children accepted. 
 

¶ U12, all children accepted EXCEPT if the team is placed in A or B division competition. 
 

¶ U12-U18, if a team is placed in A or B division, new players to the team are to be trialled before 
being accepted into the team. 

 

¶ From U13-U18, new players for existing teams to be trialled before being accepted into the team, no 
matter what grade. 
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TRAINING 
 
Attendance at training each week is compulsory. Training together as a team is the most important aspect of 
developing team skills and efficient functioning of the team as a unit.  Regular attendance at training is also 
fundamental in developing team unity and commitment.  The club recognizes however that on occasion 
players will have problems attending training due to other commitments.  If a player cannot attend due to 
illness, injury, state training, or a school commitment, they must advise the coach before training 
commences.  Players who do not attend training without notifying the coach may find they are “benched” for 
part of the next match; this is entirely at the discretion of the Coach.   
 
 
COACHES 
 
All our coaches are required to obtain their FFV Junior Coaching Licence.  The Coach is responsible for 
ensuring the training sessions are run effectively, teaching the skills of the game to the players and for 
strategy and team selection on match day. 
    
Coaches are subject to Police checks and must comply with the new Working With Children regulations. 
 
 
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 
 
Whilst we have an Administrator to manage the overall registrations and paperwork for the club, we still need 
hands on assistance for various jobs which are very important and often time consuming.  The club asks 
parents to assist in the following tasks: 
 
A Team Manager provides a contact point for team members, compiling team lists and match fixtures 
(day/location/time), providing first aid support, providing administrative support to ensure the coach is fully 
aware of a team member’s availability, rosters for provision of oranges, canteen, ground marshal and 
linesperson duty.   
 
Group Leaders are required to oversee and coach the Small Sided Games in the U6, U7 and U8 groups. 
 
Refereeing is a very practical way of helping the coach for matches in the under 9/10 age groups (where the 
FFV does not provide a referee and the home team is responsible for finding someone to do this task).  
While the coach may like to referee it is always nice to be able to rely on a parent who can sometimes do 
this task.  Anyone willing to referee home games should advise their Team Manager before the start of the 
season. 
 
At every match, both home and away, each team is expected to provide a Linesman. Parents are rostered 
to take a turn as Linesperson, unless one or two parents from the team volunteer to take on the job every 
week. 
 
For home games the team manager requires assistance in preparing the ground.  This includes putting up 
goal nets, corner posts, and spectator lines. Parents are also expected to take turns working on the canteen 
and to act as Ground Marshals.  In order to fairly distribute these jobs the team manager prepares a roster 
which ensures all families take their turn.  The roster also includes the provision of oranges at every 
match. 
 
Parents can share driving to and from matches and also provide positive moral (and vocal!) support to their 
children’s team.  Car pooling for ñawayò matches is a positive way our members can contribute to 
conserving energy! 
 
Volunteers to undertake linemarking are always needed and rosters may be drawn up to ensure this task is 
completed. 
 
IN 2008, I WOULD LIKE TO SEE A “GROUNDS COMMITTEE” SET UP, to be responsible for ensuring the  
the grounds are prepared in advance for weekend matches.  Volunteers needed. 
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CODES OF CONDUCT FOR CLUB PARTICIPANTS 
 
Boroondara Junior Football Club aims to develop and improve the skills, game play, and team spirit of its 
players and teams.  The Club requires its players, members and parents to be uncompromising in aspects of 
fair play and good sportsmanship. Please read and adhere to the following Codes of Conduct.  
 
Playersô Code of Conduct 
 

1. Play by the rules. 
2. Co-operate with your Coach and Team Manager. Coaches and Team Managers have a difficult 

task to perform and therefore require full support prior to, during, and after a game and at 
training sessions. 

3. Attend training regularly. Training together as a team is the most important aspect of developing 
team skills and efficient functioning of the team as a unit.  

4. If unable to train or play, please notify your coach or team manager beforehand.  
5. Always show good sportsmanship.  Applaud all good plays whether they are made by your team 

or the opposition. 
6. Always train and play competitively and fairly and to the best of your ability. 
7. Team-mates, officials and all members of the opposition and public should be shown respect 

and courtesy at all times. 
8. Never argue with, or abuse an official.  When seeking explanation for referee’s decisions, do so 

in a polite and courteous manner.  Referee’s decisions should never be disputed. 
9. Control your temper – verbal abuse or sledging other players is unacceptable. 
10. Encourage team-mates, even when their efforts do not meet with success. 
11. Recognise that not all players can compete at the same level. 
12. Inform your coach or team manager of any health or injury problems. 
13. Always arrive at games at least 30 minutes before kick off (or in accordance with your coach’s 

instructions) to allow time for changing, warming up and team briefings. 
 

Parentsô Code of Conduct 
 
1. Encourage children to participate, if they are interested.  If they are not, don’t force them. 
2. Remember children are involved in sport for their enjoyment, not yours. 
3. Focus on your child’s efforts and performance rather than winning or losing. 
4. Teach children that an honest effort is as important as victory. 
5. Encourage children to play by the rules. 
6. Never ridicule or yell at a child for making a mistake. 
7. Remember a child learns best by example.  Applaud good play at all times. 
8. If you disagree with an official, do not heckle from the sidelines.  Raise the issue through the 

appropriate club channels. 
9. Support all efforts to remove verbal and physical abuse from sporting activities. 
10. Avoid use of derogatory language based on gender, ethnic origin or culture.  Foul language will not 

be tolerated. 
11. Show appreciation for coaches, officials and administrators.  Without them, your child could not 

participate. 
12. Advise coach or team manager, as early as possible, if a child cannot attend training or matches 
13. Parents MUST ensure that they report to the coach or team manager with their child prior to 

training or matches.  Children should not be left unattended.  Parents should arrive in 
adequate time to pick up their child at the cessation of both training and games.  Parents 
who do no pick up their children after training or matches will be cautioned and advised that 
if the practice continues, their membership of the club may be cancelled. 

14. To enable children to play Junior Football, parents must be prepared to help their child's team(s) by 
performing duties when asked, or on a roster system if so organized, by team management.  Each 
team needs to supply the following personnel per game: 

¶ Team Manager 

¶ Referee (home matches U9 - U10) 

¶ Linesperson 

¶ Ground Marshal x 2 (home games only) 

¶ Canteen assistant (home games only) 

¶ Parents are also asked to take turns in supplying oranges at matches and assist the Team 
Manager to set up or pack up the pitches.   
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Assistance may also be required for linemarking the pitches before use. 

 
Team Officialsô Code of Conduct 
 
Children participate for fun and enjoyment, and winning is only part of their motivation.  Never ridicule or yell 
at players for making mistakes or losing a competition.  Remember, you set an example.  Your behaviour 
and comments should be positive and supportive. 
 
Make a commitment to providing a quality service to your players by adhering to the following: 
 

1. Ensure that all players are treated fairly.   
2. Display control, respect, dignity and professionalism to all involved with soccer – this includes 

but is not limited to: officials, opponents, coaches, administrators, parents, and spectators.  
Encourage your players to display the same qualities. 

3. Team officials must always promote the positive aspects of the game.  Emphasise to your 
players that the rules of the game are mutual agreements which no one should evade or break. 

4. Condemn unsporting behaviour and promote respect for all opponents. 
5. Obtain appropriate qualifications and keep up to date with the latest coaching practices, 

principles of growth and development of young people. 
6. Ensure that coaching or training activities take place in a safe environment and are appropriate 

for the age, maturity, experience and ability of the players. 
 

 


